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St Paul wrote: “Sin entered the world through one person, and through sin, death.” (Romans 5: 12) “If
by the transgression of one person, death came to reign through that one, how much more will
those who receive the abundance of grace . . . come to reign in life through one person Jesus
Christ.”

Sober words for a Christmas message??!!! In our culture, with the lights, the decorations, the
presents and the abundance of food and drink, we tend to forget that there was a down side to the
FIRST Christmas.

A young, very pregnant, Jewish woman, arriving in an overcrowded town, after a long journey and
nowhere to stay, and having to put her new born in a feed box!! (Luke 2) Compare that to modern
ante-natal care!

According to “Luke” the first visitors were despised shepherds. According to “Matthew” it was an
entourage of foreigners from the East. With them comes the foreboding of disaster. (The reader
knows that King Herod will soon be trying to kill the child.)

Not a great startl What should have been a joyous occasion for the young mother Mary, turns into a
fearful flight to a distant land.

The Christian church has done to “Christmas” what it did “Calvary”. With Calvary it looked beyond
the horror of the event to see the great blessing it was for people, so we called it GOOD Friday. With
Christmas, CHRISTIANS focus on the joy of Christ coming into the world, but we tend to forget at
what cost! The secular world and perhaps many who claim to be Christians have lost sight of Jesus
altogether.

Herein lays a real danger for Christians; that as disciples of Jesus we want the CROWN but we’re not
too keen on the CROSS.

That is the paradox of Christians living Christmas. It is only when we embrace “the cross” that we
experience the true joy of living in Christ.




A YEAR IN REVIEW

For so many reasons 2007 has been an amazing year for us all.

Looking back to the beginnings of the year with the arrival of the 5 new members of the NET Team
and their enthusiasm and life that they brought with them, it continued the great gift the previous team
members brought us all.

The celebration with Bishop Brian of the coming together of our worshipping communities to
become the one parish — The Catholic Parish of Bundaberg — was an historic event and we have
continued to build up our worshipping communities with life and hope.

The World Youth Day Cross celebrations  and journey through our city was a momentous one.
Beginning at Childers with the handover ceremony, then the procession through the streets of the city
from the Mater Hospital where the cross was welcomed and began the journey to Holy Rosary.
Young and old spent an all night vigil with prayers in the morning and then it began the procession to
Shalom. What a sight and experience it was for those involved with over a thousand students from all
our schools walking in procession with the World Youth Day Cross, publicly witnessing to
something great — our faith in Jesus Christ . The liturgy and rally that afternoon was something
special.

The sacramental program for our children saw a gatherin g of many young mums and dads
who were searching and responding in their own ways to a God with us. | hope they continue to
search and experience God with them.

Each Friday during school terms there have been liturgies with our primary school students and
their parents. It never ceases to amaze me how the students recognise the sacred in how they pray.
May their parents continue to guide them and encourage them in their witness and love for them as
parents and walk with them in their faith life. For the St Joey’s students amazing things happened
as each day they spent time in meditation.

Many also have lost loved ones during the year. | believe it is a sign of hope in recognising that God
continues to be with us in all our experiences: the joyful ones and the sad experiences as well. It will
be a year for us all to remember and to give thanks to God for the many blessings which we have all
received in different ways and experiences, but experienced nevertheless. The memories of loved
ones will not be forgotten and will be held as sacr ed moments and experiences of God

May for each and everyone in our communities be awakened this Christmas time with a renewed
sense of hope . A renewed sense of our faith experience together and may 2008 be filled with those
moments to nourish and nurture us all.

God’s Peace and Blessings to all , and may your time over Christmas be life giving and be about
faith sharing. May it be a time and reminder that it is Christ who comes into our lives and where we
recognise each day as blessing and gift.



NEWS FROM BRO. PETER

HOSPITAL CHAPLAINCY As co-ordinator of the Catholic Chaplains’ Ministry | am very aware of the
blessings this group brings to Bundaberg hospitals by their presence and pastoral skills. As a rule we
work like this: At the Friendlies involvement has been through Bill Noble, David Wright and Joan
Lysaght, with Sr Mary Della backing up as well. At the Base Hospital Barbara McShane, Maree
Whyte and | cover Catholic patients Monday to Friday, and Norm Whyte (first half of the year), Bill
Noble and Barbara McShane have visited as Ward Chaplains, an ecumenical group. The Mater
Hospital, of course, has John Mahoney as full-time chaplain and Aura O’Keefe as back up. The
ecumenical pager for after-hours service is shared for the Base Hospital by Bill Noble and me in
rotation with other churches.

ECUMENICAL Monthly business meetings of the Ministers Association are attended by myself as
Catholic representative. The highlight of the year is always coming together for worship of the
churches. This year an additional service was requested by the regional Mayors for rain. In gratitude
for the (almost) breading of the drought a second service of thanksgiving was held in the Civic
Centre. Bargara bears annual witness to the Lord with its churches “Carols on the Foreshore”.

FUNERAL MINISTRY A busy year with numerous funerals. Leading and preparing funerals this
year were Biddy Dwyer, Denis Donovan, Clem Healey, Bill Noble, Denise Tuzes, Lyn Williamson,
David Wright and myself, while valuable assistance in preparation and at actual services was given
by Beth Donovan, Judy van Dalen, Paulette Huggins, Zita Smith, Dorothy Begeda, Frank Baker and
Paul Dwyer. Olga Marinovic is doing pre-service sessions and will begin in the New Year. Again, a
big “thank you!” to all who make bereavement time easier by practical help and prayers.




PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL

A Parish Pastoral Council is a group of parishioners seeking consensus on issues by prayerful
reflection and being open to the Holy Spirit. That was my impression when | first listened to Sr Mary
Franzmann in 2002 as she guided us through a discernment process for new councillors. A lot has
happened in five years:

The Parish Pastoral Plan was formulated and implemented
Three parishes became one
We had a parish based NET team in town for two years

These are the main items that come to mind. Over the years | have come to realise what a privilege it
is to sit and share and listen and pray with such a group. If anyone has the opportunity to be part of a
parish council, they should not let it pass. The highlights for me were:

Faith development through regular formation
Meeting and getting to know other members of the faith community
Listening to others share their faith in an atmosphere of trust

May your Christmas be happy, holy and safe! May 2008 be a cracker!

BAPTISM TEAM

We didn't need a news report a month or so ago to tell us that 2006/2007 has seen a marked
increase in the birth rate in this country! The Baptism Team already realized this, as the number of
young mothers and fathers seeking baptism for their child/ren seemed more than previous years.

The members of the Baptism Team have a commitment to the young parents of our faith
communities, assisting them to prepare for their baby’s baptism celebration and, in some instances,
baptizing the baby as well. It is a most rewarding way of serving the wider Christian community.
During the preparation sessions or the baptism celebration, these young parents meet the face of the
Church, some for the first time in a long time. Just as these young babies are welcomed into God'’s
family through the sacrament of baptism, the members of the Baptism Team extend a welcome
through their words and actions on behalf of the parish family.

Baptism Team members may assist in the preparation of the parents for the sacrament (on the first
Sunday morning or third Wednesday evening of the month), or by leading the celebration of the
sacrament (held after Mass on the second, third or fourth Sundays of the month). | don’t think there
have been many “baptism-free” weekends this year. The babies and their parents just keep coming!
We pray that they will come back to us too.

Our hope is that membership of this ministry team will grow (in line with the birth rate!). If you feel this
ministry of outreach, catechesis, and hospitality would be where your gifts lie, contact me at the
parish office for more information.



LITURGY TEAM

Your parish Liturgy Team meets monthly to prepare the liturgies for major seasons and celebrations.
Our Sunday Masses are celebrated well, thanks to the careful preparation of all ministry groups
involved: lay assistants/welcomers, readers, ministers of communion, singers and musicians,
greeters, collectors, sacristans, and family servers.

Throughout the year our faith community has had opportunities to celebrate together. Do you recall
coming together to sing about “This Great South Land” on Australia Day? Journeying through Lent
with the symbol of the ashen, burnt-out stump reminding us to “repent” and change our hearts?
Gathering for the memorial meal of the Last Supper, and again on Good Friday to recall the sacrifice
of Christ, or gathering around the large Easter fire and processing into a darkened church with the
new light of Christ, symbol of Christ’s victory over death?

Were you there when we celebrated the unification of our three parishes into the new Catholic Parish
of Bundaberg? How can we forget the journey of the WYD Cross and Icon to our town in August?!
Such an occasion for our communities to gather around the cross and icon and ritualize our faith in
the Risen Christ. The Stations of the Cross walk from the Mater Hospital to Holy Rosary Church, the
all-night vigil, and the Mass at Shalom College were unforgettable moments of community prayer and
worship.

And now we prepare for Advent and Christmas. Our liturgies will use symbols and gestures that
reflect the theme of waiting and expectation for the birth of the savior, Jesus Christ. We hope that
you take the time during the four weeks of Advent to prepare well for the Christmas season,
personally, at home with your family, and each time we gather as a church family. We look forward to
seeing you and your families over the Christmas period. We especially hope that the visitors to our
parish are welcomed by the locals and enjoy their time with us.

| take this opportunity to thank the many people who minister to the Assembly each time we gather
for liturgy, and to the members of the Liturgy Team who remain faithful to their love of their
community’s prayer.

Already we are discussing and preparing next year's Lenten season!




SACRAMENTAL TEAM

The Sacramental Team is concerned with the preparation of children for the Sacraments of
Reconciliation, Confirmation and Eucharist. It's a small team in need of new members.

The sacramental preparation program is family-centered, that is, the whole family [#&
works together following a simple program of preparation to prepare the candidates |
for the sacraments. It is parish-based in that the parish assists the parents by
offering information sessions for both parents and children during the period of
preparation. The children are being prepared for full communion into our parish
family and it is only fitting that parish members help them and their parents in this
process.

Our program for primary school children begins in February and usually concludes on
or close to the feast of the Body and Blood of Christ.

This year we saw 120 children celebrate the sacraments of Confirmation and/or Eucharist over two
weekends. We were privileged to have Bishop Brian Heenan preside at all of our sacramental
Masses. The numbers in our churches swell on these weekends with the children, their families and
friends gathering to celebrate an occasion that they recognize as important in their lives. Our prayer
should always be for these children and their families to continue to seek out the person of Jesus in
their lives and to celebrate in communion with others.

The secondary school preparation program began in November and is in recess now until the
beginning of February. Although there are only three candidates and one catechumen, these young
people take a personal involvement in their preparation, supported by a sponsor or parent. Their
celebration of the sacraments of initiation will take place in the Easter season next year.

More and more we see the need for these young families to be supported in their faith formation. It is
our hope that others in the parish will come forward to assist the Sacramental Team’s work of
evangelization and catechesis. It is also our great hope that our faith communities will be
communities of hospitality and extend a welcome to these children and their families.

Please keep the young families in your prayers and contact me at the Parish Office if you feel the
need to find out more about joining the Team.

If you wish to enroll your child in the 2008 program contact me at the office too. May the holiday
period be a safe and happy one for all.



PASTORAL VISITATION MINISTRY

What an exciting year this has been for Visitation Ministry. In January | took on the role of Visitation
Co-Ordinator and as | look back over the year | feel we have had a great year. | feel very blessed to
have met so many wonderful people who gladly give of their time to visit and take Holy Communion to
our aged and sick parishioners. Without these ministers our visitation ministry would not function.

In our parish we are constantly hearing of many elderly or sick people who have become
housebound. These people are cut off from their faith communities. In our ministry of visitation we
aim to make short, regular visits, take a warm smile and be with the housebound for a short time so
they may still feel they are part of our community. These visits may be social or may entail taking
Holy Communion to those who can no longer attend Mass. To be a minister to the sick and
housebound a basic requirement that is needed is to be a “participant” in the celebration of the
Eucharist.

It is a privilege to be able to minister to the sick and housebound. We need to bring to this ministry an
attitude of hospitality, respect for people, and a reverence for our Eucharistic Lord.

Our visitation ministry is constantly seeking new ministers and also notification of parishioners who

are housebound and would like a visit. We ask you to be mindful of those who may
need a visit over the Christmas holiday period.

i
As we look forward to 2008 and the year of Stewardship | hope you will look at your
“Time, Talent and Treasure” and recognize that the only “Talent” required to be a
visitation ministry is to “love thy neighbor”. ‘

May God Bless.




ADULT FAITH

ADULT FAITH 2007 has been an interesting and busy year with many activities happening in our
Parish. As the Year of Evangelization draws to a close, but in no way finishes, it's good to reflect on
the many blessings received.

Scripture activities have been sought after. Fr Terry’'s Sunday Gospel Reflection is enjoyed by a
faithful group of attendees. Brother Peter has mentored two students doing Foundations 1 . One has
now completed her course. Congratulations Tracey! Six groups have studied another book of the
bible through the Little Rock Scripture Study Programme . As we pray and share our reflections,
our lives are enriched and friendships are deepened. A highlight is listening to a scripture scholar’s
presentation on the studied passages. And the “cuppa” together is a must!

One way the thirst for scripture is nurtured is by reading the daily reflections and commentaries in
publications like “The Word Among Us” and the “Little Books” for Advent, Lent and Easter. The
Diocesan Lenten Programme also had a small number of groups meeting to share and support
each other. Each person is unigque and, as Fr Mathew has often said, has their own sacred story.

Visiting and local guest speakers have also enriched our lives. Fr Chris Gleeson, S.J. left us with
many challenging thoughts after speaking on “Being and Telling the Good News”. Fr Gino
Henriques , spoke to us on “Discipleship for Evangelization”, sharing his simplicity of reaching out in
friendship. This has been most effective for him, especially on his many journeys. Can we do the
same? He left us with much to ponder. Barbara Travaskis , in her gentle way, led us to a deeper
understanding of the Aboriginal Spirituality and their connectedness to this land. Joe Mc Corley
shared his wisdom with us in his presentations. “Their Eyes Were Opened” was the final one for the
year. The men enjoyed an evening with Joe when he explored “Release the Bloke Within”. | heard it
was a great night together, kicked off with a barbeque.

Retreats also figured on the yearly programme. Joe Mc Corley facilitated a Twilight Retreat, “Finding
Our Way in Uncertain Times”. Many parishioners took this opportunity to assist in their Lenten
reflections.

Sr Mary Franzmann was warmly welcomed back to Bundaberg when she directed a Women'’s
Retreat, “Bloom and Grow with God”. There were lots of laughter and more serious moments. I'm
sure there are many marigolds and cosmos growing in Bundaberg gardens. Yes, we did get our
hands dirty!

It has been a privilege and a pleasure journeying with people who, through “Catholics Returning
Home” , have reconnected with the faith community.

In all these activities, chatting over “cuppas”, during barbeques and meals has been enjoyed. We look
forward to providing a stimulating programme for 2008. The Adult Faith Resource Centre , situated
at the Bundaberg Catholic Community Centre, provides good reading material and a selection of
tapes and videos. Any enquiries please visit the Parish Office or phone 41516666.

| would like to take this opportunity to say “thank you” for your support throughout the year and may
you experience the peace and love of Jesus amongst your family and friends this Christmas.



Alyse and Melissa

Joan at Women's Retrea

St Joseph's childrer E

St Mary's children E

Ivan leads the wayfrom Childers

JOURNEY OF THE CROSS
AND ICON
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Michael with Oscar - Family Group Camp - - !
N Holv Thursday Foot Washing ritual

Pauline thanks Sr Mary F

NET 2007 E

Fr Matthew sprinkles the peoplt

David and Jessica — |8
First Communion |

Three parishes become on Celebration of the sacrament

- Fr Terry and Bishop Brian atthe &

Palm Sunda)StMary's | One Parish Celebrations
Dorothy at the Women'sE 7

Retreat
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YOUTH MINISTRY

This has been a blessed and busy year for Youth Ministry in our Parish. By far the most significant
event of the year was the Journey of the World Youth Day Cross & Icon (JCI)

We were the first parish in the Rockhampton Diocese to experience the JCI. The journey started in
Childers when we received the cross and traveled together back to Bundaberg. We were greeted by
a surprisingly large group at the Mater Hospital where we commenced the Stations of the Cross and
procession through the streets of Bundaberg to Holy Rosary. The all night vigil at Holy Rosary was a
special experience for the many people who were able to take part by spending time with cross.

The next morning, Year 12 students from Shalom College gathered for breakfast at Holy Rosary and
we commenced our pilgrim walk out to Shalom. The huge numbers of students taking part created an
amazing atmosphere and was certainly a sight to behold. There was a genuinely positive feeling
amongst the students taking part.

The day at Shalom commenced with a combined schools liturgy and concluded with a youth rally led
by our Youth Band. The day then came to a conclusion with a parish mass in the sports centre at
Shalom College. Some of us then followed the cross to Miriam Vale to witness the handover to
Gladstone. We were exhausted and elated and sad to see the end of this meaningful time.

In addition to JCI, youth ministry has continued to flourish under the guidance of the Youth Ministry
Team and our second NET team. Youth Group, Females & Fellas, Youth Mass and our Young Adults
group have been going strong. Many of our young people also took part in a Retreat at Chaverim this
year.

2007 has been a challenging and inspiring year and we are looking forward with great excitement to
World Youth Day in Sydney in 2008.

n #
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CATHOLIC WOMEN'S LEAGUE

The Catholic Women’'s League has monthly meetings on the first
Wednesday of each month, from February to November. As a group we
endeavor to encourage other women to attend and share fellowship with
us spiritually and socially. We actively support and provide hospitality at
the anointing Mass on a Monthly basis by coming in contact with men and
women who are hurting and in need of the support of the Church.

Our Major fundraiser each year is a concert and cent sale in March. This
enables us to have the finances for the many charities which we support,
thus carrying out the Church’s Mission. We have an annual party to
celebrate the Christmas Spirit in giving gifts and donations to our Clergy
and volunteers, as a thank sgiving for their annual support. In June 2008 we are holding the Diocesan
Conference at St. Mary's with invitations being extended to all Catholic women and all C.W.L.
Branches in the Diocese.

We are always looking for new members and would make them welcome.
Enquiries can be directed to Berniece Whebell Ph. 41590807 or Mob. 0412339604

$ % &

STATE SCHOOL RELIGIOUS EDUCATION TEACHERS (CATECHISTS).

As usual our state school RE teachers have been doing their best to take the Good News about
Jesus to the many primary school aged children of Bundaberg and surrounding district. We have 23
Catholic teachers which includes 6 classroom teachers in the total team of 75 teachers in the Co-
operative.

We teach an ecumenical, educationally sound curriculum to the entire class. The classroom teacher
must remain in the classroom and this certainly helps to alleviate discipline issues. New guidelines
introduced this year will mean that existing classroom teachers may continue to take their class for
RE but no new classroom teacher may take up this activity unless they are part time and perform this
ministry in their own time. The State government believes it is inappropriate for classroom teachers to
be paid to be RE teachers.

State school RE will finish at the end of November and a there will be a Christmas break up at the
Barolin St. Uniting Church on Tuesday 4" of December at 9.30am. This will be a prayer service of
thanks and praise followed by morning tea. Then we all enjoy a well deserved rest.

Activity will resume on the 12" February 2008 with an all day in-service at the Apostolic Church,
Ashfield Rd, Woongarra. There will be sessions on Chaplaincy, A history of Religious Education in
Queensland schools and behaviour management.

For further details about these events or any other enquires please contact:
Pauline Merefield 41593272; Jackie Habermann 41515352 or Dorothy Begeda 4153 2746.
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PASSIONIST FAMILY GROUPS

The Passionist Family Group movement is an apostolate so simple, yet so profound, built on
Christian principles that can meet the needs of many families in our parish. The movement’s ethos is
“meeting the heart needs of the people.”

Family Groups are not into “theory” about being Christian. They are a way that actually allows us to
practise our Christianity. Family Groups are an enormous benefit to the parish. They provide a way
for people to have a greater sense of belonging. The simple structure of the groups, outings once a
month, weekends away once a year, picnics, casserole nights, and celebrating special occasions e.g.
baptisms, anniversaries. By being in a Family Group and joining in these activities, many families are
being helped and cared for in a gentle and loving way.

A wonderful bonus for the Family Group is that spouses of other faiths become visible in our Catholic
community. Spouses don’t feel threatened and become part of the Catholic community in a zone that
is comfortable to them.

Family Groups are not just social groups. When you get a group of people generous enough and
brave enough to take the risk of getting closer together, sharing their time, joys and sorrows, what
can be more spiritual than that? And what better community building structure can you have?

As an outreaching movement the Passionist Family Group movement builds up the local community.
It does not interfere with existing groups within the parish; rather they foster and enhance the spirit of
community that already exists in the parish.

It is important for each one of us, in Family Groups not to lose sight of the very simple loving and
tolerant ways we make our Family Groups work. We must not get so tied up in bureaucracy and
structure that we forget Family Groups are all about people; people who share their lives, joys and
sorrows together. Christ is surely with us as we work together. Let us remember the Lord asked us to
“love one another”. It is the objective of the Family Group movement to build a community of love. It is
a way we can put our faith into action.

We hope more of our parishioners will join so that this atmosphere that offers no judgment, but is the
heart of love and the hand of friendship, will grow even more in our parish. This is the image of God,
our loving Father, telling us all to go out to the whole world and tell the Good News. What a
wonderful way to finish off our Year of Evangelisation.

$#

CHRISTMAS CRAFT
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ST PATRICK'S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL

St Patrick’s Catholic School has this year
embraced Bishop Brian’s initiative of a Year of
Evangelisation. The whole school stops in
response to a bell at 12:00 noon to say the
Prayer for Evangelisation together, and the
prayer and logo are displayed throughout the
school and have been discussed in class.
Some of the younger classes have added
actions to the prayer and parents also say the
Prayer for Evangelisation at Board and P&F
meetings

Within St Patrick’s, we have continued the
practice of Courtyard Prayer each morning to
start the school day, as well as classes
celebrating liturgy and whole school
celebrations for special occasions. This year
we started a new tradition for Catholic
Education Week, inviting a local radio
broadcaster to transmit live from our school to
make more public the great things being done
in Catholic Education in Bundaberg. Our
community then celebrated a Liturgy of the
Word in St Patrick’'s Church, followed by a
picnic lunch with students and families.

Students supported Caritas Australia
throughout Lent and have supported other
charities throughout the year. We have been

working with the Mingende Catholic Mission in
Papua New Guinea for Callan Services for
Persons with a Disability. We have a large
focus on this organisation during Lent, and the
funds we raise go towards assisting disabled
members of the Mingende community to
participate in the Disabled Games. Two
members of the St Patrick's Parish, Roy and
Joan Smith, travelled to Papua New Guinea
this year, and were able to visit the Centre. The
Smiths delivered a poster that the community
made in thanks for our contributions.

At St Patrick’'s we encourage and recognise
students celebrating sacraments, with other
students from the school helping with these
special Parish celebrations. Year 6 & 7
students have also been involved in supporting
residents of Kepnock Grove during Anointing
Masses. We would like to extent special
thanks to our Parents and Friends Association
for its work through our “Guardian Angels”
network, which continues to provide support to
members of the school community facing
hardship due to family illness or tragedy.

$ n

ST MARY’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL

This year has been a very exciting one for St
Mary's Catholic Primary School. Our year
started with 2 new classrooms to
accommodate our growing enrolment. We also
opened a new learning support unit and a
computer lab.

During the year we spent much time and
money updating our technology needs and
knowledge. ¥ We have acquired a mobile
computer lab which can be moved to
classrooms rather that classes moving to it. All
our classrooms now have internet access and
data projectors so that teachers can project
images and work from a number of media
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sources onto a big screen for student use and
analysis.

This year also saw our first group of Prep
students commence their Preparatory year.
Our younger students amaze us continually
with their understanding of the world and
eagerness to learn. They keep us on our toes
and amused.

Next year we look forward to forging an even
stronger link with our parish community and
with the support of this community continue to
nurture in our students a love of their faith and
of God. It is important for our students and
their families to know that they are part of a



wider faith community and that this community
is there to support them on their faith journey.

As our school community prepares for the birth
of Jesus Christ through Advent, we will pray
that through this season many people will
come to appreciate and love the greatest gift

that we have been given by God - his son
Jesus Christ.

St Mary’s School community wishes each of
you a holy and happy Christmas.

St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School

St Joseph'’s is a co-educational Catholic school providing an affordable education for students in Prep
to Year 7 and, as such, is accessible to all who support the aims and ethos of Catholic Education.
Conveniently located just one block from the CBD, the school provides a quality education based on
Christian values, right in the heart of Bundaberg. Being a small school can also be considered one of
its special characteristics in that it continues to remain a very ‘family orientated’ community of caring

supportive parents, students and teachers.

2008 has been another busy but positive and successful year for St Joseph’s.

PRAYER 2007 was designated by Bishop
Brian as the Year of EVANGELISATION and
as a school community we have responded to
this call in a number of ways — one being as a
whole school, to set aside a set time daily to
meditate. This year also, each Tuesday a year
level is rostered to attend the Parish 12.15
Mass.

SCHOOL RENEWAL An important
development this year was our School
Renewal. Every Catholic School in the
Rockhampton diocese is constantly reviewing
how its school is progressing throughout a five
year cycle. This year St. Joseph’s underwent
the ‘examination phase’ of Renewal. This was
a time to celebrate what we at St. Joseph’s
School are doing well in numerous areas.

BEHAVIOUR An initiative that was undertaken
this year, was our Peace Power Pals project.
The Peace Power Zone concept, developed to
enhance school safety and encourage students
at the school to promote a peaceful
community, won St Joseph’s two National
School Safety awards earlier this year.

In a commitment ceremony at our Safety Expo
students and staff added their handprints to a
banner to show they promised to use their
hands for good as Jesus did in order to make
St Joseph’s a Peace Power Zone.

ENVIRONMENT St Joseph’s  School's
buildings and environment are looking
especially impressive at present due to recent
refurbishment of classrooms, library, tuckshop
areas. The oval has been upgraded and
grassed and a new fitness track erected with
future plans for improvements to the
undercover area and school entrance area.

LEADERSHIP As well as being members of
the Student Council, Year 7 elected to form a
team to support key areas of our school. Each
team has an area of responsibility for either
Pastoral Care, The Environment, Technology
and Sport. Teams developed a vision for their
area as well as a symbol, motto and tasks they
hoped to complete to help St Joseph’s
continue to grow together as a quality learning
community.

PREP 2008 saw our first prep students begin
school at St Joseph's.

TUCKSHOP Our ‘Healthy Choices’ tuckshop
continues to be a big hit with our students who
enjoy the variety of healthy foods offered.
Taste testing sessions allow children to try out
new menu items before they become available
for purchase.



We were involved in supporting the wider
community through raising funds for the
Missions, St Vincent de Paul, Diabetes
Research, Heart Foundation, Cancer Research
and outreach through our Pastoral Care in
providing meals to those in times of need.

These are exciting times for St Joseph’s. We
have much to offer and be thankful for in
numerous areas. We indeed are A Small
School with a Big Heart and Big Ideas and as

we reflect on the year that was, we give thanks
for all the very special people — staff, students,
parents and wider community who together
make up this special quality learning, caring
community.

(
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Any enquires please contact Pauline Merefield 41593272.

COOKING FOR CHRISTMAS

CHOCOLATE SPIDERS!

1 pkt Chang’s Original Fried Noodles
2 tbspns crunchy peanut butter

200g cooking chocolate (milk or dark)

&

Microwave peanut butter and chocolate in a micreeasafe bowl — about 30 seconds on
High. If not melted, microwave again in 5 sec. m&éds. Mix well until smooth. Add

noodles and coat them well.

Place spoonfuls omtase-proof paper on tray. Place in

fridge. (These can be made with white chocolate to
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So much happens in a school over the course
of a year. This makes it very difficult to pick out
just a few things to reflect on. | thought it was
important, however, to point out just some of
the ways that our students have been involved
in community service and ministry activities
over the past twelve months.

Journey of the Cross & Icon Without doubt,
the most significant ministry event this year
was the visit of the World Youth Day Cross to
our school. The sight of over 1000 Catholic
school students walking a pilgrimage with the
Cross towards Shalom College was certainly
amazing to see. As our young people took
charge of it, spent time in prayer with it, and
encouraged their peers to do the same, it was
fantastic to see the look of joy on the faces of
those students who had the chance to carry
and to touch the cross.

We were proud of the way in which our
students entered into the experience of the
liturgy and the rally and the openness they
demonstrated towards  getting  actively
involved. The enthusiasm shown by many of
our young people for all the events that took
place over the 24hour period when we had the
cross was really contagious.

Planning for World Youth Day in Sydney 2008
The whole purpose of the JCI, of course, was
to lead us to the celebration of World Youth
Day in Sydney next year. We have established
a committed group of students who are now
very excited about the prospect of heading
south to see the Pope and to get involved in a

full on week of activities in the middle of next
year.

Raising funds for PNG Another successful
appeal for Hagita High School in PNG during
Lent saw us donate over $11,000 to help
Hagita students with their school fees. This
money was not raised with cake stalls or
raffles, but through the simple generosity of the
students. Many students actively gave
something up for Lent and used the money
they would have spent to donate to this worthy
cause.

Helping others This year we had record
numbers of students involved in Donating
Blood and in the 40 Hour Famine. Shalom was
the most improved school in the district for
Blood Bank and we received an outstanding
achievement award from World Vision. Our
Year 11 & 12 students who were involved in
the SVDP set up a tutoring program where
they went to Norville primary school each week
to help at risk students with their homework

New Student Leadership: This year we started
a new student leadership process where Year
12 students receive an award at the end of the
year for extensive involvement in school and
community activities

Overall... its been an interesting and inspiring
year at Shalom College
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ST VINCENT
DE PAUL
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The St Vincent de Paul Society was founded in
Paris, France, by a group of young people in
1833. The principle founder was Frederick
Ozanam and they decided to name the Society
after the patron saint of France — St Vincent de
Paul (1581-1660).

In Australia Melbourne formed the first
Conference in 1854 followed by Western
Australia in 1865. Then came NSW 1881;
South Australia 1884; Queensland 1893;
Tasmania 1899; and in 1945 the Australian
and British troops formed a Conference in the
Northern Territory. The Society now operates
in almost every country in the world.

We operate three shop outlets where
donations of clothes, furniture, and bric-a-brac
are sorted and cleaned, ready for resale. They
are at McLean Street, George Street, and
Bargara. These shops are open Monday to
Friday with a half day on Saturday, staffed by
volunteers and without their dedication we
could not provide the service we do. Each
shop has a Manager and the volunteers
stipulate which times or days they can assist.
We always need more help.

At McLean Street we also operate a Support
Office where persons in need can be
interviewed by trained personnel. Most often
they are referred from Centrelink who issue a
statement of their affairs. They are required to
fill out a form detailing their needs when they
arrive at the Support Office which is open
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday from 9.00am-
12.00 noon weekly.

St Vincent de Paul Society Regional Office: 18
McLean Street: Phone 4151 5455.

THANK YOU TO OUR MAJOR SPONSORS

8 Princess Street, PO Box 6003, East Bundaberg/Q 46
Ph: 4152 922ZFax: 4151 080%Email: info@ascothomes.com.au

THE MELBOURNE HOTEL

Peter and Rhonda Keating (Proprietors)
Cnr Targo and George Streets,
Bundaberg. Phone 4151 3065




CHRISTMAS

=l FSSINGS

CHRISTMAS MASSES 2007
THE CATHOLIC PARISH OF BUNDABERG

Christmas Eve
Monday 24 December, 2007

Holy Rosary: 6.00 PM
Moncrieff Theatre: 6.00 PM
(Children’s Mass)

St Patrick’s: 8.00PM
Holy Rosary: Midnight

Christmas Day
Tuesday 25 December, 2007

Holy Rosary: 7.00 AM
St James: 7.00 AM
Holy Rosary: 9.00 AM

@ St Patrick’s: 9.00 AM @ @




